
 

Vital Records 
Louisiana Hospital Inpatient Discharge Database 

 
Objective 
 

Provide accurate, informative, timely, accessible data to all users investigating hospital 

admissions, discharge patterns and healthcare utilization in Louisiana. By monitoring hospital 

compliance and expanding statistical/analytic capabilities it strives to improve data quality and 

strengthen collaborations in the national public health effort. 

 
Performance Indicators  
 

Hospital Compliance & Commitment Stability 
- Total number of hospitals registered with LAHIDD and in compliance i.e. submitting 

required data in a timely manner to LAHIDD (directly or through intermediary) 
- Percentage of Louisiana Acute Care Hospitals in compliance with LAHIDD  
- Number of new hospitals (not previously registered) registered with LAHIDD in 

current year 
 

Timeliness and accuracy of data submission  
- Average number of weeks (after end of quarter (EOQ) date) hospitals took to submit 

their data 
- Percentage hospitals that passed the 5% error check 

 
LAHIDD Efficiency (Reporting lag & Turnaround times) 

- Average number of days (after file submission by hospital) it took LAHIDD to issue 
error report 

- Average number of weeks (after quarter deadline viz. 5 months after EOQ) it took 
LAHIDD to create a clean data file 

- Average number of months from the time cleaned data for a year is available to 
published data for that year 
 

Quality of Data 
- Percentage of required data elements being collected  



 
LAHIDD Efficacy  

- Number of hospitals that preferred to submit data directly to the State rather than 
going through an intermediary 

- Percentage of compliant hospitals that preferred to submit data directly to the State  
- Number of public health related initiatives / collaborations started (at the state and 

national level) based on LAHIDD data  
- Number of research requests received pertaining to LAHIDD hospital data in a given 

year 
- Total Annual Funds generated from purchase of LAHIDD hospital data in a given year 

 
Louisiana Hospital Inpatient Discharge Database (LAHIDD) is Louisiana’s only comprehensive 

population-based data storehouse for hospital inpatient discharge data.  

In accordance with Act 622 of the 1997 Legislature, later amended by Act 537 of 2008, the 

Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health is mandated to collect, analyze, and 

disseminate selected health care data. All facilities operated and licensed in the state of 

Louisiana, therefore, are required to report discharge data to OPH for each patient admitted 

(for more than 24 hours) as an inpatient, unless an extension or waiver has been granted. A 

failure to report can result in a penalty or action by the state licensing authority. Currently, 

hospitals can submit discharge data in two ways: (1) directly to LAHIDD or (2) via a data 

intermediary.  Hospitals must submit data on a quarterly basis although monthly submittal via 

electronic transfer is encouraged. Currently, LAHIDD accepts data only for inpatient discharges 

but expansion of the scope of the program may include Emergency Room and outpatient data 

as well. 

The LAHIDD Program generates this data for broad dissemination both in the form of 

publications (fact card, posters, annual reports) and electronic and web-based formats available 

over the internet.  

LAHIDD contains information needed to measure and evaluate morbidity and hospital charges 

associated with inpatient stays in the state. It also contains information on patient 

demographics, co-morbidities, the diagnoses of those admitted, the procedures performed, 

average hospital length of stay, the hospital charges for those procedures and payer & provider 

information, all at the state, regional as well as parish and facility level. The detailed 

information available in LAHIDD not only enhances disease surveillance and reporting but also 

enables the state to assess health care utilization by identifying specific geographic areas and 

populations in need of improved access to healthcare and health education. The State level 

data is also compared with national averages (obtained from HCUP) to determine Louisiana’s 

performance based on national standards. LAHIDD’s data, additionally, has the potential for 

helping hospitals track rate of nosocomial infections and readmission rates and can be of 



interest to state and regional hospital associations and managed care organizations wanting to 

take a closer look at their provider and claims data. Furthermore, under the Secretary’s 

‘Consumer’s Right To Know’ initiative, the LAHIDD information will also help the general public 

in making informed decisions regarding their choice of hospitals and health care providers.  

While DHH/OPH has been the state’s repository for mortality data, LAHIDD is different from 

other sources of data, in that, it is Louisiana’s only comprehensive, population-based repository 

for hospital data.  

Better Health 

The hospital data that LAHIDD collects includes information on patient demographics, co-

morbidities, principal and other diagnoses, procedures performed, average hospital length of 

stay, hospital charges for those procedures and payer and provider information, all at the state, 

regional as well as parish and facility level. LAHIDD, therefore, is meant to serve not only the 

general public seeking health information but also state and federal legislators looking to assess 

and reshape health policies, other states planning interventions similar to Louisiana, hospitals 

wanting to improve their patient standards, as well as all non-governmental and educational / 

research entities and partners wishing to study and compare disease patterns, risk factors, 

health care access and costs, and payer and provider trends over the years, both with other 

states and at the national level. 

LAHIDD collaborates with the following public and private entities: 

- Other offices and programs within DHH including, but not limited to, the Office of the 
Secretary, the State Health Officer, the State Epidemiologist Medicare/Medicaid, the 
Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System (PRAMS), Maternal and Child Health, 
Genetics, Immunization, Environmental Epidemiology and Toxicology, Infectious Disease 
Epidemiology, Fetal Infant Mortality Review (FIMR), the Child Death Review Board, and Injury 
Research and Prevention. 

- Other state/federal/local government agencies including, but not limited to, the Governor's 
Office, the Louisiana Legislature, the Louisiana Tumor Registry, the Louisiana Department of 
Public Safety, the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC), National Center for Health 
Statistics (NCHS), the United States Census Bureau, U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS),  National Institute of Health (NIH), Agency for Healthcare Research & Quality 
(AHRQ) and the Consumer Product Safety Commission. 

- Non-Governmental / Educational Research Entities & Universities involved in health care 
academics. 

- Non-governmental / not-for-profit organizations, such as  the National Association of Health 
Data Organizations (NAHDO) that are dedicated to improving health care through state and 



regional collaborations and exchange of ideas & experiences among collectors and users of 
health care data 

- Health care Databases, such as HCUP (developed through Federal-State-Industry partnerships 
to create a national information resource of national, state, and all-payer health care data) 
and its sponsor agency (AHRQ) 

 

LAHIDD is different from other sources of data, in that, it is Louisiana’s only comprehensive, 

population-based repository for hospital inpatient discharge data.  

LAHIDD provides the state, state partners and consumers with invaluable and indispensible 

information on hospital admission trends and costs that serve both as benchmarks for assessing 

health care costs, access and delivery of health care, and in guiding health care policy and 

intervention. LAHIDD data enables the State to evaluate Louisiana's progress toward 

compliance with national standards and supports nationwide health-research efforts and 

collaborative endeavors with educational, private, government, and other agencies committed 

to improving health care through exchange of ideas and shared lessons and experiences.  The 

goals of LAHIDD are to: 

 Enhance methods of collecting hospital data such as costs of treatment, length of 
hospital stay and risk factors and outcomes related to morbidity and mortality. 

 Track current status and longitudinal trends in Louisiana hospital admissions, diagnoses 
and procedures along with the related costs, average length of stays, as well as patient 
demographics, risk factors and co-morbidities associated with hospital admissions 

 Identify geographical areas and hospitals within the regions, with higher at-risk 
populations, higher readmission rates, length of stays and hospital costs and poorer 
discharge outcomes, that may be in need of stringent and more vigorous state 
interventions.  

 Provide accurate, informative, timely, easily accessible data and statistics to all users 
investigating hospital admission and discharge patterns and healthcare utilization in 
Louisiana. 

 Expand statistical and analytic capabilities. The data collected can be used as quality 
indicators and to identify at risk groups. Risk factors that are well-identified can be the 
target of efficient preventive measures. These measures taken collectively will guide 
policy makers in advancing initiatives which when implemented will, in the long run, 
reduce costs, length of hospital stay and mortality and morbidity associated with 
different diagnoses.  

 Improve quarterly and year to year monitoring of hospital compliance and reporting 
efficiency 

 



 

Summary of Selected Program Activities for 2007: 

- Received data files from 108 hospitals.  

- Received, processed and analyzed data on 598,756 inpatient discharge records.  

 


